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To the FREEHOLDERS of he County of YORK. 


S the adjourned Meeting of this County is now at Hand, it 
A may be éxpedient to beftow fome Confideration on the Sub- 


4 jects that are likely to-come before it, and the more fo 
‘dt is highly probable that a ‘Miniftry, ~which “has “already exerted 
every Nerve to fruftrate the Object of your Petition, will now fend 
down fome mercenary Advocate to juftify their rotten Syftem; to 
¢riminate the Meafures that you have taken for its Subverfion ; and, 
by farther Threats of ‘* Punifhment without Pity,” to intimidate 

where they cannot hope to convince. | 
It is hardly poffible for a‘’Man ‘who fees the Immorality ‘of -Cor- 
ruption, and’ the ruinous Tendency of admitting its Influence’ into 
Government, to conceive an Argument in' its Defence; there is 
but one End it can poffibly have in View, and that is the Support 
of Meafures injurious to the People; for if their Happinefs were 
the Object of Miniftry, it would not’ be neceflary to pay for the 
Concurrence and Support of their Reprefentatives, who, in that 
Cafe, would fupport them oftheir’ own Accord, and without 
Payment, as all Men havea natural Intereft in the faithful Dif 
charge of their feveral Trufts, which would certainly influence their 
Conduét, unlefs: by an Influence of another Complexion it be made 


more their Intereft:to betray them. | 
But let us confider this Subje& in a more particular Point of 


View. The Means of Corruption have procured the moft im- : 


plicit Affent of your Reprefentatives in Parliament to every Propo- 


{ition of Government, and Meafures have accordingly been, purfued 
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that have at length affected the Property of every Individual 
throughout the Kingdom, not excepting that of the Reprefenta- 
tives themfelves ; and now whatis the Confequence here? not on 
the expenfive Meafure is to be provided for, but a Tax beyond the 
real Demands of Government muft be impofed on you, not only to 
reimburfe your Delegates for that Part which they are thus induced 
to contribute to the general Charge, but to reward their liberal 
Cohtribution of that in which they have no Shate. Thus even the 
poor Security that was intended for you by a Law, requiring your 
Reprefentatives to poflefs a Property that might fuftain a Portion 
in the common Burdens of the Gountry, is refcinded; they have 
no Fellowfhip in your Sufferings, and they have accordingly, 
without Commiferation, infli@ed:them. 

The Notoriety of the Fact might be admitted as a fully fufficient 
Evidence of a fubfifting Syitem of Corruption ; but fuppofe it de- 
nied, which can never be.done but with an Intention to refufe Re- 
‘drefs of thofe-Grievances that you have afcribed-to it, it is by no 
Means neceflary for you to produce a formal Proof mn Support of 
your Charge sgaiat Adminiftation ; you may fafely decline the 
Queftion, provided you continue tocall for Redrefs of thefe Effects 
whith have ted you to infer Corruption, and detire that the Sums 
whicb have annually heen exacted trom your Pockets may be fuf- 
fered! henceforward to remain in your Pofltfion, or that :they may 
be {6 accounted for as to remove every Appearance of Embezzle- 
-metnat of clandeftine Mifapplication. Let us ever grant that no 
Member of the Houfe of Commons.receives a Gratification tor any 
Vote he may give to fupport a Minifter, yet {till it is our Part to 
infift upon our former Demand, that * effectual Meafures may be 
taken.to inquire into, and corre, the grafs Abufes in the E-xpendi- 
tare of Pablic Money, and to appropriate the Produce of a Reform 
to the Neceffaties.of the State.” or thus, whether the uncontti- 
tutional Influence of which you complain be a Reality, or only a 
Fiétion of our owa Imagination, the Evils which lead us to believe 
‘ints real Exiftence will be as effectually checked as if we had 
traced them up, with the moft.abfolute Certainty, to their_polluted 
Fountain. “mel 7 

Thus far I have written with a View to obviate that Sort of Ar- 
-gument that we have already heard made Ufe of -as a Reafon for 
not petitioning the Houle of Commons, and which we may there- 
fore 'expect.to hear again as a Reafon for not perfilting in-our De- — 
mands of Redrefs. -But furely nothing can be more abfurd than a 
Declaration that we ought to acquicfce.in the Condué of an Ad- 
miniftration, «that has already.intreafed:the Debt of the Nation be- 
yond the Hopes of retrieving our public Circumftances, and on our 
‘private Circumiftances has heaped, .and {till continues-with a more 
violent Hand to heap, the burdenfome Accumulation of new and in- 


tolerable Taxes; has driven our Tradefrom our-once opulent Ports; 
-has 
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has ruined our Manufa€tures, and reduced the Land-Rents of the 
Kingdom to little -more than a Moiety of their former Amount, 
only becaufe we cannot produce a formal Proof that thefe Calami- 
ties were the Purchafe of Bribes; which, while they bought the 
Votes, bought alfo, as a natural Confequence, the Silence-of their 
‘Receivers. It is not reatonable'to expect that Men fhall ftand forth 
to cfiminate themfelves; defift therefore from calling their Emo- 
-luments by the Name of corrupt Motives to Treachery, infilt only 
on their being refcinded; and when you have effected this, which 
your Perfeverance mutt neceflarily effect, rely upon it that the hap- 
_pieft Contequences mutt enfue; for even {uppofing the Meafures 
ptiifued by Government not to be ruinous, there will be the lefs 
Neceffity for taxing you any.farther, when the Money you already 
contribute fhall be all applied only to the Purpofes of carrying 
them into Execution. | 
‘ With refpe&t to the Meafures themfelves, it may not be im- 
proper to take them alfo under Confideration; ‘for whatever 
their Motives may have been, their Tendency is certain Ruin; 
and therefore, as Englifh Freeholders, it is your undoubted Right, 
and confequently your indifperfible Duty, to-interfere, and, to the 
utmoft of your Power, to impede their being purfued any farther, 
By thofe who have an Intereft in the. Continuance of the prefent 
Syftem, the Spirit you have already fhewn.has been branded with 
the Name of Faéfion ; but to this the Reply is eafy:; The Conftitu- 
‘thon has not made you the Slaves of a Tyrant, but the Citizens of a 
free State: ‘You have an Intereft in the Liberties and Profperity of 
your Country, and a Voice in the making of every Law by which 
you are afterwards governed. The Purfe of the Nation is yours, 
and without ‘ ycur Gocdwill and Affent can never legally be 
-opened*.” When therefore you raife your Voice and cry out in 
Behalf of your Liberties, -your Laws, and your Property, hall your 
peaceable’ Petitions, fhall even your vigilant Superintendance of 
their Conduct be conftrued into an -unconftitutional Reftraint an 
the Freedom of your Reprefentatives? Your Complaint is again{t 
the Interference of ‘the Crown, and you are replied to by Objec- 
tions to the Intetference of the People, Let them come into Com- 
petition, and let us then fee the Man that will dare to ftand ‘forth 
and fay that the Royal Interference is equally admiffible with that 
of the People. “What! Shall the uncontftitutional Influence-of the 
Crown find an eafy Entrance into the Houfe of Gommons, and thall 
not the natural Influence of its Conftituents be admitted to fuperin- 
tend their Councils? Reflect upon yeur own Confequence, and 
| perfevere in your juft Demands; the Evils that have proceeded from 
the Mifgovernment of our ‘prefent Adminiftration, are too general 
oly felt to admit of a Doubt that the Body of the Nation is on your 


Side. 
* 2ath Edward. Cap. rz. 
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Side. The Freeholders throughout the Kingdom may be convin- 
ced that the Gentry and principal People are willing to fupport 
them in all their lawful Undertakings. What Advantages may 
we not hope from the honourable’ Exertions of one Hundred and 
ten Freeholders who have called a Meeting in Buckinghamhhire, 
when we find that it has been equally attended by the Nobility | 
and Gentlemen of the largeft Property in that County, «as if it had 
been originally called by themfelves? In Cambridgefhire a fimilar 
Event is likely to take Place. The Union of all Ranks of People 
is the natural Confequences of Diftrefles that reach-to all; and no 
Detriment can in our prefent Circumftances affect the Yeoman that — 
is not felt in a greater Degree by Men of greater Fortune. There 
never therefore was a Time that required this‘Union more than 
the prefent; for your Liberties have been invaded, oppreffive Laws 
have been enacted, and arbitrary Taxes have been levied on .the 
People. 

Under the Adminiftration of our glorious Deliverer King ‘Wil- 
liam III. the Redrefs of our Grievances feemed almoft in every In- 
{tance to proceed from the Throne itfelf; which, .if I may ufe the 
Expreffion, was then a Sort of Mercy-Seat, from which the Sove- 
reign fent down his voluntary Bleffings upon the People. Previous 
to the Revolution, which fet the Crown upon his Head, there fub- 
fifted an hereditary Tax upon Hearths, and Overfeers had been ap- 
pointed to wew the Injide of every Houfe once in the Year. This 
the King confidered as ** an Oppreffion upon the poorer Sort, and 
a Badge of Slavery upon the whoie People, expofing every Man's 
Houfe to be entered into: To erect a.latting Monument therefore of 
their Majefties Goodnefs in every Houle in the Kingdom, this,.Duty 
of Hearth-Money was, by the King’s own Defire,. taken.away :and 
abolifhed *.” This Monument of Goodnefs remains to the prefent 
Day; but I appeal toevery Man whofe Houfe contains at, whether 
a Monument of other Diipofitions be net now erected. by its Side? 
Once more the Badge of Slavéry is reftored to its antient Place; 
once more the poorer Sort bow down beneath. the renewed Oppre/- 
__fion; for once more the Houfe of an Englifhman is expofed to, be 
entered into at the Pleafure of an Excite Officer: Which of your 
Houtfes have not been wewed within, and on which of them is it 
that a Tax has not’been exacted according to the arbitrary -Vaiua- 
tion of «* Perfons unknown.to you ?”. Are you not unde a Necef- 
fity, in a Manner, of expofing, -even'to public View, the Infide of 
your Houfes, and laying before the Board of ‘Treafury.the State of 
your domeftic Eftablifhment? :You are not only called.upon to pay 
a Tax to the State for every Member of it that,you redeem from 
Idlenefs, but you are called upon‘to fet forth the Occupations, nay 
the very Names of every Servant you employ; and thus by a very 


ealy 


* See 1 William and Mary, Sect. 1, Cap. 10. and the Speech from the Throne 
that preceded this Act of Parliament, . 
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eafy Inference to lay open the’entire State of your Circumftances to 
the Eye-of impertinent Curiofity, and make the Minifter himfelf, 
who may perhaps have fomething more than mere Curiofity to fa- 
tisfy by the Inquiry, a Sort of Inmate in your Dwellings. — | 
This Mode of Taxation, though produétive enough, God 
knows, for all good Purpofes, feems rather intended to vex the 
Subject, than to produce a ‘Revenue to the State; which is 
no unfair Inference from the Declaration of Lord North himfelf, 
who in the Hvuufe of Commons has confefled ‘his own Ignorance of 
Ways and: Means, and acknowledged that the Articles “here enu- 
merated, together with the Tax on Travelling Poft, &c. &c. have 
fallen fhort of the ‘Sums he had hoped to have coilected upor 
them; in order therefore-to“defray the Charges of the paft as well 
-as of the current Year, he-has now Recourfe to what he calls a more 
fubftantial Mode of raifing the Suppkes; and, as if it were his In- 
tention to ftrike particularly at the-‘Ccunty, from which the Reti- 
tions that are now fo general throvghout’the Kingdom took their 
“Rife, befides new Burdens on almott every Article of Confumption, 
‘has threatened you with-a Bill, now before the Huufe of Commons, 
for laying-a heavy additional duty apon Salt; of this he.avers that 
the poorer Sort of People can fuftain but a {mall Part, as their Con- 
fumption canbe but fmall: But*how large a’Share of it, and how 
large a Train of confequent Evils will be fuftained by this County, 
many Parts of which produce no Article of Commerce but Butter 
and Bacon, I will deave “for your own better Knowledge on the 
 Subje& to: determine. ene 7 
To ftate-either the propofed Addition to your ‘Debt, or the enor- 
-mous Intereft-Money, with which your Reprefentatives are about 
to load you, is unneceflary; fuffice it to fay, that the Minifter has 
declared that «¢ the Confideration of the Taxes ‘for the Year thall zoz 
be deferred till after the Confideration of your Petitions,” which 
have defired that no additional Grant of Public Money, fhall ‘be 
made, till effectual Meafures be ~firft taken to’ redrefs the feveral 
Grievances you have {pecified. ‘Such is the Refpect you ‘have al- 
ready met, and, if we may judge from Appearances, fuch only 
-is the Refpect you will continue ‘to meet with from Governinent, 
Your Demand of ‘Oeconomy will never have the Concurrence of 
the Minifter, ‘who has propoted’to raife, by Taxes, the whole Sum 


wanting, without makmg any Abatement in Confideration of the | 


Savings upon Retrenchment and a Compliance with your Petitions 
‘ to appropriate the Produce’to the Neceflities of the State;”. which. 
he muft have neceffarily taken into his Account, if they had made 
any Part of his Plan; nay, if it had-not been his determined Plan 
to refi/t them. 

And now what is the Plea for thus accumulating Burdens which 
have borne us down to the Ground? The Tyrant’s Plea alone, Ne- 


ceflity, is urged: But is it our Part -to accept of fuch an Anfwer ?’ 


No; for admitting that an immente ftanding Army, that Subftitute, 
.according to Sir William Blackftone, for the flavifh, but exploded 
i.” Doétrine 
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Doctrine of Non-refiftance; and that. every other expenfive Article, 
for the Support of which our Property, is extorted from us, have 
now become neceflary Meadures, it yet remains to enquire, whether 
the Meafures that.rendered them ‘fo are even juftifiable. 

Though I have already faid that we are not to expect the. direct 
Evidence of living. Witneffes, that, the Councils of the Nation have 
been fwayed by the Influence af Corruption, it is however a Fact 
to which fo, many Circumftances bear Teftimony, that to deny. it is 
either. Folly or a Participation-in the Guilt. Without its finifter 
Aid it. would have been impoffible to have converted the natural 
Guardians of your deareft Rights into the Inftruments of Preroga- 
tive, and fyftematic Oppreflion. Inthe earlieft Period of the pre- 
fent Reign, the Object of Government appeared to be that very 
Influence of the Crown which. has at length attracted your Atten- 
tion and alarmed your Fears; but as an open Affault upon the 
Conttitution might have excited the Jealoufy of Men- who had been 
always ufed to-confider its. Bleflings as their Birth-Right, Succefs 
was thought more. likely to refult from a lefs dire@ Mede of Attack, 
and the Means. of Corruption were-fought for in a diftant:Country, 
in which it was. therefore fuppofed thatan Englifhman could have 
but a flender Intereft; nay, it was even hoped: that an Englifhman,, 
inftead of oppofing, might be feduced to abet the Importation of 
Sums that fhould come in Aid of his. own Burdens, and be- 
hold with Pleafure the Fullnefs of the Royal Treafury, when 
filled without. the Contribution of his own Wealth. America 
was then confidered as anew Fund of Supply to the Privy 
Purfe, and was accordingly held forth as a new Source of Revenue 
to the Nation; and.now in an evil Hour: thofe Men whom you 
alone, withour the.concurreat Vote of a fingle American, fent to 
reprefent you in:Parliament; thofe Men. to whom you intrufted 
only. that Purfe-which. was. your-own Property, exerting a’ Power 
which you never: imparted, and which, as all their ‘Power. is only 
that which you impart, they could-never have derived from any other, 
were pleafed in the Name of a remote Country, ‘ (from: the entire 
Poffeflion of which. no Individual could have derived.a-Qualification 
to fit in. the Britifh Parliament, and: confequently of -which no In- 
dividual in that Parliament could have pretended-that he was in any 
Refpeét a Reprefentative) to give and to. grant certain: Duties to the 
King. The natural Confequences enfued, a general Coniternation 
feized on all the other Side of the Atlantic Ocean, and, what they 
neither gave nor granted themfelves, the Americans accordingly re~ 
fufed to pay. The Alarm was caught at home. A new but fhort- 
lived Adminiftration :: now fucceeded, .and the Syftem feemed for .a 
Moment to be relinquifhed. Some falutary.Conceffions were there- 
fore made on our Part,:and the Minds. of our Brethren were return- 
ing to a State of Confidence and Reconciliation with the Parent 
Country, when the Reins of Government being again refumed - 

; . 
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the Hands which had: fo unconftituticnally managed them ‘in the 
former Inftance, by a fiital Repetition of the fame Meafures which 
had ' before alarmed. their Jealoufy, the Americans were now again. 
‘exafperated, and at length, by a Series of irritating Provoeations, 
“driven into a State of aCtual, Refiftance-to their Oppreffors, which. 
operated, firft, in the Refufal of Obedience to your commercial Laws, 
and confequently in the Lofs of a Cuftomer from. whom, on a Ba- 
lance, you were formerly ufed to receive not -lofs than ‘fix annual 
Millions; fecondly, in the DefeGtion. and Enmity of agreat and war-. 
‘like People; the Necefity of raifing and fending. Troaps te fubdue 


them; the Exportation of our Guld Coin to. pay thefe Troops, and 


the confequent Reduétion of-the Value of Land and all our faleable. 
“Commodities at homes and, laftly, in the Eftablifhment of thatvery: 
Influence, which was the-original Object of -the Syftem, by the xe-. 
-cefary Maintenance of a*numerous Army te-fuftain the War; ‘by. 
necefary Contracts ; and by the Appouitment of Officers: and other 
‘Places which this Army has-created. Thus, my Countrymen,. has. 


America, once the Spring and*Source from which your Wéalth:and: 


‘Profperity were ufed to flow in abundant Streams, been rendered a 
~Gulph in which your Property and your Liberty are now {wallowed 
_ up. Had the yielded to the Minifterial Seizure of fier ‘Purfe, both. 
Money and. Men levied: beyond the Atlantic would: have been em- 
- ployed in depriving you of thefe Bleflings: But fhe has refufed to 


- contribute, voluntarily toyour Ruin; her very Refiftance is therefore. 


made the Means of enflaving you, and rendered inftrumental to the 
Influence the refufed.in the firft Inftance to beftow- upon. Govern- 
ment. The Ufes of the American War -are therefore now obvi+ 
ous ; but the Benefits are not yours: ‘The Emoluments’ of Inpivi- 


‘DUAES, not the Welfare of-the Community, are its Obje@; and. 


conf quently its Conclufion is not the Purpofe of Adminiftration, 
whom even a decifive Vitory muft therefore undo. It ts your: Part, 
‘however, to feek for its Determingtion: ‘Ido not calb upoa your 
‘ Juftice to abet the Caufe of our injured Brethren: I do not fet be~ 
“fore your Humanity the Blood that has deluged: their wafted: Ter- 
-ritories, ‘I appeal: only to your [ntereft, which requires an imme- 
.diate Diminution of that unconftitutional: Influence which has ac- 
-crued from the Continuance of Hoftilities:; that an immedtete Check 
“be given to the Exportation of our current ‘Specie; and: that by an 
Alliance, if a clofer Connection have become impoffible, we fhould. 
feek once more for a Sale*tn their Ports. of thefe Manufactures: 
which owed their former Vigour to the American Market. 
Meafures of a fimilar Fendency have-been long .purfued: in Free 
‘Jand; the Revenues of that Kingdom have been applied to the Par- 
-pofes of Corruption, and many Members of yourLegiflature,. the 
Wives of others, and the Whores of many more, ftand enroHed in 
-a Penfion-Lift that, from the Infamy of. the Names which in ge« 
neral compofe the filthy Catalogue, might well be miitaken for a 
Newgate Calendar. Non-efficient Places, with enormous Emo- 


luments, 
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Juments, have been conferred alfo on your Reprefentatives. Even 
the Profits of fome wretched Contractor have been fet in Compe- 
tition with the Interefts of that Kingdom, till at length, beneath 
the Wafte of her Treafure, and prerogative Embargoes on her 
contracted Trade, fhe funk to a State of Mifery, from which her 
own Exertions alone were able to redeem her. Irritated by Infult, 
and. by the Refufal of Protection difcharged of all Reliance upon 

Government, the Charge of their’ Security devolved upon them- 
felves. Affociations were therefore univerfally entered into; they 
demanded Redrefs, with a Determination to obtain it, and gained 
not only their Point, but much more than-would have fatisfied 
their Demands, if afforded to them before a State of a€tual Fainine 
had fo largely increafed their Neceffity. . 

- You alfo have at length roufed yourfelves, and when the Smart 
became fufficient to awaken you -from the Lethargy in which you 
had too long flumbered, flinging. afide all little Diftin@tions of 
Party, you agreed, as one Body, ‘to offer up a Petition to Parlia- 
ment. A Petition was accordingly drawn up, approved by ‘the 
Meeting, and prefented. But how received? The moderate yet 
manly Terms in which it is conceived, have been pronounced the 
Language of Rebellion; your Recommendation -of Oeconomy 
has been reprobated; and in the Teeth of your Remonftrance addi- 
tional Taxes to the Amount of 700,000]. a Year are levied upon the 
Remnant of your exhaufted Subftance. -Is*Ruin-then inevitable? 
Perhaps not; but it refts with you to avert it. From the unanimous 
Support of independent Men thrcughout the ‘Kingdom alone, it is 
that an effectual Reform in the Expenditure of Public Money, and 
other Meafures .tending to reftore the Freedom of Parliament, can 
be expected, and I blefs God that our County has obtained the Sup- 
port of almoft every other in the Kingdom. We have not yet en- 
tered into any Plan of Affociation, but we have appointed a Com- 
mittee to prepare-one, and other Counties have adopted this Mea- 
fure; from each of thefe Committees three Members have been 
lately deputed to confult together; and this Deputation is now fitting 
in London, and deliberating-on a Plan for our’ future Conduct. 
Its Refult will be propoted to:you on Tuefeday next, and if it fhall 
tend to fhorten the Duration of Parliaments, and to attain the more 
equal Reprefentation of the People, it -will confequently tend to 
abridge the unconftitutional Influence of the Crown; and from the 
Subverfion of this Ifluence alone you can hope for political Salva- 
tion; it is therefore your Duty -to-yourfelves, your Children, and 
your Country, to affociate for:{uch .a-Purpofe. ‘It is by your Voices 
that your Reprefentatives are deputed, on fuch only then you may 
beftow them as will confult your Defires, and:truly reprefent yous 
make them to depend.only on.your Favour, and they may pro- 
bably exert themi{elves:to deferve. it. 











